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OONI‘RT WII‘E THE UPEEB
HUNTER BLACKS IN 1804.
In June, 1804, Commandant Men-}
zies was shoched to learn that there}
had been an affray between the crew|
of the vestel George, then 7
timber in the river, and the n: txven
the: Upper Hunter, about 7
distant from Newcastle. - The seam
had travelled up the river in one
the ship’s boats to procure & cargo
40 logs_of the best cedar. Ths
Upper Hinter- natives -were  fip
used _to visits from. Europaa
excopt runaway convxcts who ' ¢
rupted . their minds. Howevef; | -
8 !ormdable body of nahveso osea |
the landing of the seamen who hegan i
‘garl“ ith them and treat thém’
e caution - and"x




natives were wonndud,smi
chisftain) was soen to fall dead.

natives suddenly d.l:hppuni but
oznly to recruit their to & prodi-
: giou.s number. Re-appearing sud-
enly, the natives rushed forwsrd in a
mass, and the seamen gave them a
volley, and precipitously reireated
to:':krds the boat. The n&iso of the
rusketry appeared to stun the natives,
who stood fn a heap. - The seamen
reached the boat safely, and pulled
downtheriver, . . . .
TENS OF THOUBANDS OF BLACKS
HAVE VIAITED THE YALLEY OF
THRE HUNTEB.

During many. contests with the
natives of the Upper Hunter in the
early days it was neticed that the
men and boys carried a large number
of megos, or stone axes, which they
procured from large gritty rocks to be
found in the ey of the Hunter
which was ore of the few axe-rubbin
. places in the colory. The blacks haﬁ

aot advanced ‘beyond the stone age
and for hundreds- ‘of miles they
rescried  to . the river where they
procured the proper. ‘stone for axes
and ground the fias pieces of stone to
az chiuse cutting edgv, thus forming~
their axss by rubbing, and mot by
fractard  liks the axes found in
Earopean caves and drift. The ground
axe has been: pronvanced much more
e made by "‘m%' o T aaking
axs made by clea In simking
‘wolls and excavations in the valley of
the Hunter, acres of flat rocks deeply
mriated or ssamed with thousands of

slluviom  or  drift, ™ -whieh = must
Bave . itaken ‘thousands. of -years
Acres o rocks on

banks aad in”the deep:bed’al-the
erw * dizplay - the rub-marks of

extent; covered ‘with innumerable
bollows from’ axe-ribbing.  Stone
axes of the past form ome of the early |
develepments " of ‘- civilisatien, and
belong to-the pro-metallic ‘age. -The
coal formations of Newcastle are fens
of thousands of years old, and 5o are |
the rub.marks of the primitive blacks.

EARTHQUAKE® SHOCK IN 1804,

According to official accounts, the!
district of Newcastle was visited by a |
shock” of an earthquake on the 7th
May, 1804, but the afiock was ot so
sensibly folt as the two smart shocks
of 17th ‘'of January and 12th of Feb-
ruary, 1601. The shock of 1804 was
felt at Parramatta, Prospsct Hill, and
the Hawkesbury, as well as on the
Hunter. Tt oocurred between 9 and 10 :
pm. on THh m‘{, 1804, lasted about
six seconds, and the motion was an
' undulgtion of the earth from north-
east to south-west. . There had been
~heavy rains in -but few elovtrical
distarbances; the mildness
of the season excited the surprige of
the. oldest colomists.. The harvest of
the year ¥804 was 0 abundaxt in the
colony that thare yas no sals {pr half
the crop, so-extensive had been the




